STRONGER TOGETHER
Public Works Week

|

May 16 - 22

The Public Works Department is the force behind the scenes. Crews work daily to make sure we
have safe drinking water, safe roadways, clean parks, and so much more! You may see a Public
Works employee if you adopt a pet or visit Texas Avenue Park. Whether they are sweeping the streets
or maintaining the wastewater treatment plant, Public Works crews are doing everything they can to
make Webster a safe and clean environment. In honor of Public Works Week, we highlight some of
the wonderful things the department has accomplished this year in this newsletter.

CITY COUNCIL
Donna Rogers
Mayor

Jennifer Heidt

Council Member Position 1

Andrea Wilson

Council Member Position 2

Larry Tosto

Council Member Position 3

Beverly Gaines

Council Member Position 4

Edward Lapeyre

Council Member Position 5

Martin Graves

Mayor Pro Tem
Council Member Position 6

City Hall Main Number
281.332.1826

EMERGENCY
9-1-1

Fire (Non-emergency)
281.332.2711

Police (Non-emergency)
281.332.2426

Public Works
281.316.3700

Webster Way Editor
281.316.3764

CITY

2

OF

WEBSTER, TEXAS

GOVERNMENT

Webster Way | May

NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK
May 16-22, 2021
Streets, storm drains, traffic signals.These are aspects
of our lives so fundamental that we hardly think of them
or the people who maintain them.Yet every day, men
and women arise before dawn to ensure our City is safe.
Make sure you thank a Public Works
employee this week!

Meet Tony Pineiro
Assistant Public Works Director
The City of Webster is excited to introduce
the community to the new Public Works
Director, Tony Pineiro.
Up until his promotion in February 2021,
Tony worked as the Chief Water Operator
for Webster. For most of his 20 year Public
Works career, his primary focus was on
water and wastewater. However, his
knowledge ranges well beyond that.
Tony grew up in Angleton and took four years of auto mechanic training in high school. Shortly
after high school, Tony began his work career constructing underground utilities of water, sewer,
and storm. This is where he gained his vast knowledge and experience of operating all types of
heavy equipment. In addition to working construction during this time, he also worked a second
job in a fleet mechanic shop.
In 2000, Tony began his career in Public Works. He began working for the City of Danbury
as a Utility Operator in the water and wastewater industry. In this position, he operated heavy
equipment and earned his TCEQ water and wastewater licenses.
In 2004, he accepted the position of Utility Crew Leader for the City of Alvin. In 2009, he pursued
the opportunity with the City of Webster as the Utility Division Crew Leader. He was promoted
to Chief Water Operator in 2017.
Throughout his career, Tony continued to upgrade his licenses, and today, he holds an “A”
Wastewater Operator license and a “B” Groundwater license.
With a strong desire for more education, in 2019, Tony began pursuing a Bachelor’s Degree,
focusing on Public Service Leadership. Besides pursuing his degree, he is currently studying for
the “A” Water Operator license exam.
On March 2, Tony was recognized by City Council for his promotion to Assistant Director of
Public Works due to his vast knowledge and experience, exemplary work ethic, and leadership
qualities.
According to Public Works Director John Warnement, Tony excels at leading staff and is a great
mentor to others. He brings 20+ years of Public Works experience and incomparable expertise in
the Water/Wastewater industry.
“After years of hard work and dedication, I am grateful to be recognized as such a valuable asset
to Public Works and the City of Webster,” said Tony. “I look forward to taking on new challenges
and working alongside new people.”

Tony Pineiro was recognized by City Council during the meeting on
Tuesday, March 2.
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AWARD-WINNING EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT
Public Works and Eagle Scout collaboration wins the In-House Project of the Year Award.
In April 2017, Clear Brook High School Student and Boy Scout Aidan Montague attended a Webster City
Council meeting to receive his Citizenship Merit Badge. At the meeting, Aidan was able to meet Public
Works Director John Warnement.
Around the same time, a small strip of land along NASA Parkway was donated to the City by Lyle
Honey. So, when Aidan mentioned he was looking for an Eagle Scout Project, John had an idea. The two
would work together to transform the strip of land into a garden for the community to enjoy.
The first step was for Aidan to come up with a proposal. They decided to center the park around a
historical marker in Webster that recognizes Seito and Kiyoaki Saibara, who traveled from Kyoto, Japan,
to the Webster area in 1903. The family moved to what is now Webster and grew the Texas Rice Industry.
The plan was to move the historical marker to the newly donated land and plant Texas native and Japanese
influenced plants. They named it the Saibara Pollinator Garden.
The Saibara Pollinator Garden was completed in the summer of 2020. There is a walkway throughout the
park that leads to the relocated historical marker. Benches are placed around the park, and there is a wall
separating the garden from NASA Parkway. All of the plants are pollinators, so the garden is an oasis for
birds, bees, and butterflies.
On January 19, 2021, the garden was chosen as the In-House Project of the Year by the Texas Chapter of
the American Public Works Association.
“The Saibara Pollinator Garden is an important project in many ways,” said John Warnement. “Aidan
Montague was an excellent partner, as he worked with staff to plan and construct this park space. He
will be receiving his Eagle Scout badge for his efforts. Additionally, we were able to preserve the Saibara
family historical marker to make it more accessible to the public. Finally, the combined Texas Natives and
Japanese influenced plants have provided a beautiful place for our pollinators to flourish.”
Congratulations to Aidan Montague and the Public Works Department for the award! You can check out
the garden at the corner of E. NASA Pkwy., and Kings Row, near Egret Bay Blvd.
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EQUIPMENT OPERATOR OF THEYEAR: CHARLES DOSTAL
Street sweeping means more than just keeping our streets clean

The Drainage/Storm Water Equipment
Operator’s primary responsibility is to
manage the City’s street sweeping. That
entails everything from sweeping the streets
five days a week to maintaining the sweeper
itself.
Charles Dostal has been the Drainage/
Storm Water Equipment Operator since
May 2016. His work in this position has
significantly improved aesthetics and
Webster streets’ functionality, and his
commitment to the job has saved the City
money. In January, Charles was recognized
for his dedication and hard work by the
Texas Chapter of the American Public
Works Association (APWA). Charles was
named the 2021 Equipment Operator of the
Year Award.
Although Charles has regular routes and a routine, he also
responds to specific cleanup requests and follows up after a
car accident clean-up to ensure the streets are safe and clear of
debris. His response times are always quick.
Before Charles took this position, various staff would take
turns operating the sweeper truck. No one took ownership of
the position because it was just another task that was part of
their work schedule. Charles participated in training on the
truck, took ownership of it, and trained backup staff to operate
the truck when he was away from work.
Charles knows his truck well. He cares for and maintains the
truck, and his extensive experience with the equipment has
reduced maintenance costs. He works with the mechanics when
something needs to be repaired or replaced. His knowledge of
the truck has improved its performance.
The sweeping program in Webster is underrecognized. Many
cities contract out their street sweeping, and they only have
it done one or two times a year. The Webster residents notice
that the streets are clean. The Public Works Department knows
that the street drainage functions better with clean streets. The
Vactor Truck companies compliment the City on how clean
the storm drains are. All of this is due to Charles’ hard work.
“It takes a special kind of dedication to fulfill the duties of
Charles’ job,” said Public Works Director John Warnement.
“When you see him on our streets, you quickly realize that
he takes great pride in what he does and always has a friendly
smile or wave to a passerby.”
“I’m extremely excited that the Texas Chapter of the APWA
is recognizing him for his outstanding work.”

About the
Street Sweeper
The street sweeper was
purchased in 2015 and brought
to Webster from Waco, TX.
The sweeper does more than
just sweep up debris on the
road surface. It keeps the
streets clean and clear of
leaves, trash, gravel, rocks,
even fine dirt and sand, which
keeps storm drainage systems
clear, improves stormwater
runoff quality, and improves
the air quality.
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TAX DOLLARS
AT WORK
Webster Public Works is continually
working to improve the City, whether at
our parks or on our roadways. Check out
what crews have been up to recently!

CHIEF WATER OPERATOR

LORENZO ESQUIVEL

LIFT STATION BEAUTIFICATION
Our Parks Maintenance Crew
worked
diligently to provide fresh color at the entry
monuments and Lift Station 7 in Green Acres.

DRAINAGE CREWMAN
Public Works Employee Antonio Cedillo picked up
debris throughout the City. Pictured, a couch left at
the Egret Bay turnaround.
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When Assistant Public Works Director
Anthony Pineiro was promoted, the Chief
Water Operator’s position opened up within
the Public Works Department. Lorenzo
Esquivel was then promoted from within to
fill the vacancy.
Lorenzo has been with the City of Webster
since October of 2015, starting his career
as an Equipment Operator on the Parks
Maintenance Crew. Since that time, he has
worked hard to earn multiple licenses and has
been promoted numerous times.
“Lorenzo is a highly skilled operator, and he
consistently demonstrates a desire to fulfill his
commitment toward our community,” Public
Works Director John Warnement said. “He
is an excellent team player and a leader who
takes great pride in his work.”

2021 HURRICANE SEASON

ARE YOU PREPARED?

The 2020 Atlantic Hurricane Season was officially the busiest in recorded history. An average season has 12 named
storms, six hurricanes, and three major hurricanes. Last year, there were 30 named storms, 13 hurricanes, and six
major hurricanes. Twelve of those storms made landfall in the continental United States (with a record five storms
striking Louisiana). While many areas of the country are still recovering from last season, the 2021 Hurricane Season
is just around the corner. Are you ready? Use the planning basics below to start your family’s hurricane plan, and
visit readywebster.com for additional information and resources!
PREPARE FOR HURRICANE SEASON
• Protect your past- personal records and special items.
• Protect your present- buy flood insurance.
• Protect your peace of mind- focus on planning and communications.
• Protect yourself and others- NEVER drive on flooded roads.
• Know if you live in a designated evacuation zone. Webster is in Zone B. Plan ahead for where you will go and
when you will leave.
• Learn how to shut off your utilities and know emergency numbers to call.
• Protect your property, board up windows, secure outside furniture, boats, trailers, and other items.
• Perform an inventory, make copies of important insurance documents along with credit and ID cards. Make
a video or take pictures of your property and belongings for insurance purposes.
• Store important documents in a secure place away from home.
• Keep some cash in a safe place that can easily be accessed during an evacuation.
PREPARE A DISASTER SURVIVAL KIT
• Have enough non-perishable food, water, and supplies for family and pets to last at least five days.
PLAN FOR THOSE WITH FUNCTIONAL NEEDS
• Residents with disabilities, the critically ill, people without vehicles, or those who require
medical support during an emergency should register for assistance with the State of
Texas Emergency Assistance Registry (STEAR) by calling 2-1-1 or visiting tdem.texas.
gov/stear.
WHEN A HURRICANE THREATENS
• Frequently monitor TV, radio, NOAA weather radio, internet, and hurricane helplines.
• Fuel your vehicles and keep them topped-off.
Sign up for Emergency Alert Notifications at cityofwebster.com/1182/Swift-911.

2 0 2 1
ELECTION DAY

May 1, Voting will be conducted from
7a.m. - 7p.m. at the City of Webster Civic
Center, 311 Pennsylvania Avenue.

ELECTION INFO
SATURDAY, MAY 1
The City of Webster will conduct a General Election
on May 1, 2021. Council Positions 1 and 2 are on the
ballot. Early Voting will be conducted April 19-27 at
the City of Webster Civic Center, 311 Pennsylvania
Avenue. A voting device to assist voters with a disability
will be available during Early Voting and on Election Day.
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MAY
MEETINGS AND EVENTS
04

CITY COUNCIL MEETING*
6 p.m. at City Hall

05

CINCO DE MAYO
Visit one of Webster’s many
delicious Mexican restaurants
to celebrate!

09

11

MEMORIAL DAY OFFICE
HOURS

MOTHER’S DAY

We thank and honor the true heroes of
our country.

NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK
May 16 - May 22

Webster City Offices will be closed on
Monday, May 31 for Memorial Day.
Offices will reopen on Tuesday, June 1.

WEBSTER ECONOMIC 		
DEVELOPMENT MEETING*
6 p.m. at City Hall

18

CITY COUNCIL MEETING*
6 p.m. at City Hall

31

MEMORIAL DAY
City hall offices are closed on

		

Monday, May 31
*Special meetings may be added, and meetings
may be canceled if there are no agenda items.
Check the City website at cityofwebster.com for
meeting information.

WEBSTER WAY
ULTIMATE SLAMMIN’
SUMMER CAMP
Registration for the Webster Way
Ultimate Slammin’ Summer Camp began
for residents on April 1. Non-residents can
begin registering on May 4.
Visit the Webster Recreation Center, 311
Pennsylvania Ave., to register. Find more
information at cityofwebster.com.

