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SAIBARA POLLINATOR GARDEN
NEW WEBSTER GARDEN NEARLY COMPLETE
In April 2017, Clear Brook High School Student and Boy Scout Aidan Montague
attended a Webster City Council meeting to receive his Citizenship Merit Badge. At the
meeting, Aidan was able to meet Interim Public Works Director John Warnement.
Around the same time, a small strip of land along NASA Pkwy. was donated to the City
by Lyle Honey. So, when Aidan mentioned he was looking for an Eagle Scout Project, John
had an idea. The two would work together to transform the strip of land into a garden for
the community to enjoy.(Continued on page 3).

FOURTH OF JULY
FIREWORKS SHOW

The show must go on! The acclaimed Fourth of July
Fireworks Show put on by the Webster Fire Department
will take place on Saturday, July 4!
Spectators can enjoy the fantastic show while social
distancing in their homes and parking lots.
Although the show takes place at Texas Avenue Park,
the park will be closed that day to encourage social
distancing. The usual daytime festivities will not take
place. The fireworks will begin at dusk, around 9 p.m.
Find a parking lot or hang out in your backyard to enjoy
the fantastic show. Don't forget to tag us in your pictures
on social media!

PHASE II OPEN TEXAS
Phase II of Texas' ongoing plan to safely
and strategically open while minimizing the
spread of COVID-19 went into effect on
Monday, May 18.
Under Phase II, restaurants may increase their
occupancy to 50 percent and additional services and
activities can open with restricted occupancy levels and
minimum standard health protocols laid out by the
Texas Department of State Health Services.
For more information visit gov.texas.gov/opentexas.
NOW OPEN:
Child care centers
Bars at 25%
Massage and Personal Care
Restaurants at 50%
Youth Clubs
Zoos and Aquariums at 25%
Rodeos at 25%
Natural Caverns at 25%
Equestrian Events at 25%
Day Youth Camps
Bowling Alleys at 25%
Youth Sports
Bingo Halls at 25%
Professional Sporting Events at 25%
Skating Rinks at 25%
Water Parks at 25%

Saibara Pollinator Garden Continued...
The first step was for Aidan to come up with a proposal. They decided to center the park
around a historical marker in Webster that recognizes Seito and Kiyoaki Saibara, who traveled
from Kyoto, Japan, to the Webster area in 1903. The family moved to what is now Webster and
grew the Texas Rice Industry.
The plan was to move the historical marker to the newly donated land and plant Texas native
and Japanese influenced plants. They named it the Saibara Pollinator Garden.
Once the proposal was completed with drawings and designs to illustrate their ideas, Aidan
took the plans to the Webster Parks, Recreation and Beautification Board. After he gave a
detailed account of the project, it was approved and moved onto City Council. Aidan attended a
City Council meeting and spoke directly to the council members. They unanimously approved
the plans.The crews broke ground on the garden in February 2020, and despite a few setbacks
due to COVID-19, the park is nearly complete.
There is a walkway throughout the park that leads to the relocated
historical marker. Benches are placed around the park, and there is a
wall separating the garden from NASA Pkwy. Since all of the plants are
pollinators, the garden will be an oasis for birds, bees, and butterflies.
The small strip of land was transformed into a beautiful garden, and
Clear Brook High School Student and Boy Scout Aidan Montague did
an excellent job giving the community a serene space to appreciate
what the Saibara Family did in the Webster area.
"I learned a lot through this process," Aidan explained. "I learned
you couldn't just propose an idea and go straight to working. You have
to go through hurdles."
An addendum will be added to the historical marker noting the
change of location. Citizens can visit the park located at the corner of
E. NASA Pkwy., and Kings Row, near Egret Bay Blvd.

FIRE DEPARTMENT RECEIVES
DRONE FROM WINK TO WEBSTER
GOOD NEIGHBOR GRANT PROGRAM
In 2019, members of the Webster Fire Department applied for and received a grant from the Wink
to Webster Pipeline Good Neighbor Grant Program.
The 650-mile Wink to Webster Pipeline System will transport more than one million barrels per
day of crude oil and condensate from the Permian Basin to the Gulf Coast. The Good Neighbor Grant
Program provides funds to local tax-exempt organizations that support community programs,
educational initiatives, or environmental projects.
In January 2020, the Webster Fire Department was presented a check for $21,000 from the Wink
to Webster Good Neighbor Grant during a City Council meeting.
The department then researched a drone that could be used at fire scenes, search and rescue
operations, wild land deployments, inspections, or any other FAA-approved use.
As a result, the Webster Fire Department was able to use the money from the grant to purchase a
DJI Matrice 210 drone, valued at $20,328. Members of the Webster Fire Department will be selected
to train and become licensed Remote Pilots in Command (RPIC).
We look forward to seeing how the new drone will benefit the department and the community.

WEBSTER WAY SUMMER
CAMP UPDATE

APRIL 2020
OFFICER THOMAS TROUT
Congratulations to the April Police
Department Employee of the Month,
Officer Thomas Trout.
On April 24, officers arrived at a local
motel in response to a suicidal male.
Officers were initially unable to locate
the subject, and a broadcast was made
for all units to be on the lookout for
him.
A short time later, Officer Trout
returned to the motel and located the
male near a vehicle. While speaking
with the male, Officer Trout asked him
if he wanted to harm himself. He
replied that he did. Officer Trout
looked into the subject’s vehicle and
observed a black hose placed in the rear
passenger window, with the other end
connected to the exhaust pipe.
Officers transported the man to a
nearby hospital and completed an
emergency detention order for a
mental health evaluation. Officer
Trout’s diligence and observation
helped to save the life of a man in
severe mental crisis. Well done, Officer
Trout!

Due to COVID-19, registration for
Webster Way Summer Camp is open to
City of Webster residents only.
There will be three two-week sessions
that offer a variety of opportunities for
your child to learn and play.
The first session will take place from
June 22 - July 3, with a field trip to Main
Event.
The second session will take place from
July 6 - July 17, with a field trip to Kemah
Boardwalk.
The third session will take place from
July 20 - July 31, with a field trip to be
announced.
Aside from the field trips, campers will
do crafts, play interactive games, and
more. Kids learn about city government
and even get a chance to visit facilities
like the police department.
Summer camp registration is now open
for Webster residents. Registration per
session for residents is $75 for the first
child and $65 for each additional child.
Program hours are 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.;
however, extended hours are offered for a
$20 additional fee per session/per child.
Extended hours are 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Go to cityofwebster.com to find the
registration form, or visit the Recreation
Center at 311 Pennsylvania Ave. to
register.

CONGRATS ON

RETIREMENT
SERGEANT MARK RAWLS

Growing up, Sergeant Mark Rawls always
wanted to be a police officer. He joined the
Webster Police Department in April 1999, and
on May 20, 2020, he retired.
He began his career with the Texas Department of
Criminal Justice ID Division as a Correctional Officer in 1994.
He graduated from the Gus George Law Enforcement
Academy in 1997 and acquired a position at Harris County
Constable's Office Precinct 5 as a Patrol Deputy.
"I always wanted to work for the Webster Police Department because
it was close to where my parents lived, and the reputation for the department
was outstanding," Mark explained.
The Webster Police Department hired him in April of 1999. Mark quickly moved from patrol officer
to traffic officer, police sergeant, detective sergeant, and finally to special operations sergeant.
While at the Webster Police Department, Mark received numerous certificates, including Advanced
Crash Investigator, Crash Reconstructionist, and Police Instructor for Radar and Lidar Operations.
He also received leadership certifications and was a member of three honor societies.
Among his accomplishments, Mark has an extensive collection of college degrees. He earned an
Associate's degree in Criminal Justice Police Science, and he has earned Bachelor's degrees in Police
Administration, Organizational Leadership, and Business Administration. It doesn't stop there; Mark
also has Master's degrees in Organizational Leadership, Public Administration, as well as a Master's
degree in Business Administration, which Mark considers to be his greatest accomplishment.
"I had the privilege of having some great mentors and leaders throughout my career, which made me
want to mentor and lead positively," he said. "I look forward to becoming a City or County
Administrator in the future. It was my honor to serve as a Peace Officer for the State of Texas and,
more importantly, the citizens of the City of Webster."

In May, Brandon Cis was sworn in as Sergeant
by Police Chief Bo Rogers.
This promotion from Corporal to Sergeant is
well-deserved, and we know that Sergeant Cis will
represent our City and Department well in his new
position.

HURRICANE SEASON PREPAREDNESS
Are you ready, Webster?
Sign up for Swift911 emergency notifications. download the free mobile app on
any smartphone app store, or register by visiting cityofwebster.com

CHECKLIST
Water: one gallon per person for at least
three days for drinking and sanitation
Food: at least a three-day supply of nonperishable food
Flashlight, first aid kit, and batteries
Whistle to signal for help
Moist towelettes, garbage bags, and
plastic ties for personal sanitation
Wrench or pliers to turn off utilities
Cell phone and chargers

Prescription medications and nonprescription medications
Glasses, contact lenses and solution
Infant formula, bottles, diapers, wipes
Cash or traveler's checks
Important family documents such as
insurance policies, identification, and
bank account records saved electronically
or in a waterproof container
Pet food and extra water for your pet

PLAN AHEAD
On June 1, Hurricane season begins and it doesn't end until November 30. Preparation is of
utmost importance. Be ready before a disaster happens.
DEVELOP AN EVACUATION PLAN: Know beforehand which roads will be used for evacuation in
your area. For Webster residents, please visit cityofwebster.com, click on "Services" and then
"Maps." You will find your evacuation route by zip code. Or visit Webster City Hall and pick up a
printed version.
GET AN INSURANCE CHECKUP: Know what your policy covers and what your deductibles are.
Flood insurance must be purchased seperately and requires a 30-day waiting period. Know where
your insurance papers are located and take them with you if you evacuate.
STRENGTHEN YOUR HOME: Look for loose fence boards and any objects which might break free
and become flying objects during high winds. Have supplies ready to board windows and know
how to turn off electric and water service if evacuating.

AS SEEN ON
FACEBOOK

Our First Responders Are Texas Strong
Webster Police Officers and Firefighters were
photographed with Nassau Bay first responders,
Harris Co. Pct. 8 Constables, Lakeview Police
Officers, JSC-Nasa Security detail, and Methodist
Clear Lake medical staff in front of the Houston
Space Center Independence Plaza.
Thank you to Bryan Anderson for the
photo! #WebsterPD #WebsterFD

Happy
Summer!

We wish the students and teachers in Webster a
very happy summer!
McWhirter Elementary School students waved
goodbye to their teachers in May during a parade.

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK:
CITY OF WEBSTER, TEXAS-GOVERNMENT

COUNCIL MEMBER BEVERLY GAINES

CERTIFIED MUNICIPAL OFFICIAL

Webster Council Member Beverly Gaines was designated a Certified
Municipal Official by the Texas Municipal League in March.
She was one of 42 public officials in Texas recognized for the
achievement. This is her tenth time being recognized as a Certified
Municipal Official, and her fifth consecutive year. Because she has been
a Certified Municipal Official for five successive years, the City of
Webster was also one of seven cities to receive an Award of Leadership.
To become a Certified Municipal Official, an elected official must
complete 72 or more Continuing Education Units (CEUs) with two
hours of open government training in one calendar year.
The City of Webster thanks Council Member Beverly Gaines for her
commitment to furthering her professional development in city
government.

JUNE 2020
MEETINGS AND EVENTS
2

City Council Meeting
6 p.m. in Council Chambers

9

Webster Economic
Development Meeting
6 p.m. in Council Chambers

12

Senior Game Night
CANCELED

16

City Council Meeting
6 p.m. in Council Chambers

20

First Day of Summer

21

Father's Day

26

Senior Game Night
CANCELED

*Special meetings may be added, and
meetings may be canceled if there are
no agenda items. Check the City website
at cityofwebster.com for meeting
information.

CONCERT AT THE
PARK
C A N C E L E D
The Concert at the Park scheduled for June
5 has been canceled due to COVID-19

WEBSTER IS BACK
IN BUSINESS
Visit any one of these Webster retailers that are
open to the public!

