Bigger. Better. Bolder. PORTAL TO SPACE
for payload
deployment
on the ISS
but also the
Bishop Airlock
is designed,
built, funded,
and owned by
Nanoracks.
NASA provided
the real estate (the
last remaining
vacancy) on the
ISS to Nanoracks
who will retain
the “pink slip” for
the $25M Airlock.
The Bishop
Airlock received
its name based
on the chess piece

Just as Earthlings seek to learn
more about their planet—from instant
communication and intelligence
gathering across the globe to
the study of coastlines, weather
patterns, or animal migration—
the top platform to do this from
space is via Nanoracks’ CubeSats
Deployment Program. And, just as
companies, institutions, public and
private schools, and highly classified
government agencies seek to
determine the effects of microgravity
on foods, drinks, fragrances, bone
density, chemicals, and so much
more, the best platform for this
research is Nanoracks’ prowess in
flying experiments to its facilities
aboard the ISS, providing instructions
to the astronauts, managing payload
operations, and overseeing daily

Webster Mayor Donna Rogers and Nanoracks Project Manager Brock Howe stand just
outside of the state-of-the-art Bishop Airlock cleanroom where the Airlock assembly and
pre-flight testing is transpiring in preparation for a Fall 2020 launch to the ISS.

Nanoracks’ Bishop
Airlock is a Global
Game-Changer

F

OR THE PAST DECADE,

one of the world’s most
innovative aerospace
companies, Nanoracks, with
its headquarters in Webster on Forge
River Road, in close proximity to
NASA’s Johnson Space Center, has
been making history.
Nanoracks, whose motto is “Your
Portal to Space,” truly practices this
philosophy, as this commercial space
logistics and space habitat company,
with its unique array of space
hardware and services, has literally
opened the doors (a new airlock) on
the International Space Station to the
world. From elementary students to
United States agencies, international
governments, institutions, startups,
and corporations that had no space
program, Nanoracks built a program
to transport their microgravity
scientific experiments and launch
their satellites, communications, and
observation devices in low-Earth
orbit. Nanoracks has launched over
800 payloads to the International
Space Station and made space
accessible to all. And, now, with the
development of the Bishop Airlock—
the first commercially developed
and privately owned component that
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will be installed on the International
Space Station in Fall 2020, Nanoracks
is rendering the doorway to space
bigger, bolder, and more userfriendly—and transforming the
global business of space.
Nanoracks, renowned as the
“Concierge to the Stars” and
the “FedEx to Outer Space,” is
revolutionizing the role of private
aerospace firms’ relationship with
NASA and global space agencies,
ensuring the longevity and success
of the International Space Station
(ISS) program, and building an
ecosystem or pathway to the
vastness of space—accessible to all.
Nanoracks is a remarkable company
that chooses not to patent its research
hardware in egalitarian efforts to
foster a full range of space activities,
including launching hardware and
customer payloads, working with
astronauts and their space agencies
to develop cost-efficient human
and robotically-tended in-space
platforms, lunar stations, and
habitats, and collaborating with a
variety of synergistic companies
and organizations (like robotics,
computer, avionics, and aerospace
firms) to explore, design, build, and
operate throughout the solar system.
Nanoracks’ Bishop Airlock ushers
in a new era for the space industry.
Not only is this Airlock five times
larger than the Japanese Experiment
Module (JEM) Airlock that Nanoracks
and others have relied upon
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Airlock Project Manager Brock Howe and Mayor Donna Rogers with the Bishop Airlock—
which measures six feet tall and weighs 2,200 pounds—more than five times larger than
the Japanese Airlock that Nanoracks currently uses to deploy satellites from the ISS.

that can move diagonally across
the board (rather than forward and
backward or side to side) just as the
company moves in different, dynamic
directions.
Nanoracks’ vision of
commercializing space on a global
scale is a reality for this innovative,
resourceful, pioneering company
that is defining how space is a place
of business. With an increasing
worldwide demand for enhanced
communications and observation,
along with a growing volume of
experimentation in microgravity
business, the Bishop Airlock provides
the opportunity for increasing the
size, number, and frequency for
payloads to and deployment from
the ISS.

downloads. Nanoracks’ Operations
Center, tied directly to NASA’s
Control Center, is the first private
facility that has enabled clients, like
elementary school children, to talk
directly to astronauts.
For Nanoracks, the past has
been remarkable, the present is
riveting, and the future is wondrous.
Nanoracks encapsulates humankind’s
need to explore, understand, and
innovate. This company looks
forward to making history with
you. For more information about
Nanoracks’ Bishop Airlock, contact
marketing@nanoracks.com. Check
out Nanoracks’ website at www.
nanoracks.com and follow @
Nanoracks on Twitter for the latest
updates.

