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Calendar of Events
December 2012
4
6 p.m.
5
6 p.m.
7
6 p.m.
11
6 p.m.
12
11 a.m.
24 & 25

City Council Meeting
Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting (if needed)
Senior Game Night
Webster Economic Development Corporation Meeting
Senior Christmas Luncheon
City Hall Closed for Christmas

January 2013
1		
2
6 p.m.
8
6 p.m.
11
6 p.m.
15
6 p.m.
16
6 p.m.
21		

City Offices closed for New Year’s Day
Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting (if needed)
Webster Economic Development Corporation Meeting
Senior Game Night
City Council Meeting
Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting (if needed)
City Offices closed for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

5
6
8
12
19
20
22

February 2013
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.

City Council Meeting
Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting (if needed)
Senior Game Night
Webster Economic Development Corporation Meeting
City Council Meeting
Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting (if needed)
Senior Game Night

Tae Kwon Do
Senior Game Nights
Tae Kwon Do classes are offered
Seniors are invited to join
to beginners through Black Belt on
their peers for a light meal, great
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays.
conversation, and fun games. Play
Fees are $25 per family/household
Farkle, “42,” Phase 10, Chickenfoot,
for residents of Webster and $50 per and more at the Webster Civic
family/household for non-residents.
Center Complex, 311 Pennsylvania.
.
For more information about these exciting activities, call Bryan Morgan at
281.316.4137 or check www.cityofwebster.com.

COVER – Artist conception of Curiosity approaching Mars.

www.cityofwebster.com
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Focus on Finances

Webster City Council Adopts Fiscal Year 2012-13 Annual Budget
After many months of preparation,
City Council adopted the Fiscal Year
2012-13 Annual Budget for the City of
Webster on September 18, 2012. The
annual budget estimates the amount
of revenue the City will receive during
the year and explains how that money
will be spent. Much more than a set
of numbers, the budget also provides
an overview of City operations,
communicates the priorities and issues
considered while developing the budget,
and describes both the financial and
non-financial challenges facing the City.
Where the Money Comes From
Revenues from all sources total
$33,702,520 in the Fiscal Year 201213 Annual Budget. At 42%, the
greatest share of revenue is derived
from the local sales tax. Due to its
high concentration of retailers and
restaurants, Webster’s sales tax
revenue is 3½ times greater than the
revenue generated from property
taxes. While this ratio keeps property
taxes low, it does add volatility to the
City’s revenue stream. For Fiscal Year
2012-13, sales tax revenue is expected
to increase by $300,000. The property
tax rate remains unchanged. Charges
for services such as water, wastewater,
and drainage utilities comprise 16% of all
revenue. Franchise and mixed beverage
taxes make up 7% of total resources.
Transfers Between Funds
Intergovernmental
$4,107,610 Property Taxes
$599,000
$3,735,490
Other Sources
$1,284,430

Miscellaneous
$496,870

Sales Taxes
$14,246,670

Charges for Service
$5,360,520

Court Fines $1,244,470
Permit Fees $299,840
Franchise & Mixed Beverage Taxes $2,327,620

Where the Money Goes –
By Function
The City provides many services to
its constituents, including police and
fire protection, park and infrastructure
maintenance, and utility operations.
Expenditures total $33,701,320 in the
Fiscal Year 2012-13 Annual Budget.
Separated by function, the costs
for public safety account for 27% of
the entire budget. The outlay for
utilities and the Webster Economic
Development Corporation (WEDC)
each make up 16%. General government
and public works activities account for
11% and 8%, respectively.
Special Revenue
Funds
Internal
Service Funds $2,018,920
$1,415,770

WEDC Operations
& Debt Service
$5,127,760

Utility Operations
& Debt Service
$5,411,360
General
Debt Service
$2,621,870
General
Government
$3,651,690
Community Development
$1,598,070

Webster in a strong financial position to
ride out an economic storm. Both the
General Fund and the Utility Fund have
healthy reserves even after planned
expenditures. Property tax rates and
utility rates remain among the lowest
in the area. Even during the worst
downturn in years, many businesses
continue to expand or relocate here.
That demonstrates confidence in the
community’s future.
Transfers Between Funds
$4,681,730
Capital Outlay
$1,001,550
Personnel
$13,667,880

Debt Service
$4,743,640

Services
$6,784,310
Public Safety
$9,078,650

Public Works
$2,777,230

Where the Money Goes –
By Component
Charges are also broken down by
component for proper accountability.
Wages, taxes, benefits and other
personnel components constitute 41%
of all City expenditures. Costs for
emergency medical services, electricity,
information technology and other
services comprise 20%. Slightly over
14% applies to debt service on bonds
issued by the City and WEDC. The 3%
shown for capital expenditures includes
$660,000 to replace aged police, fire,
and public works vehicles.
Conservative management and sound
fiscal policies have placed the City of

Maintenance
$1,433,750

Supplies
$1,388,460

As there now is a positive turn to the
revenue stream, the City is taking this
opportunity to strengthen its balance
sheet by paying off existing debt.
Property tax rates remain unchanged
with limited effect on reserves. Major
projects have been identified, and
necessary rate adjustments have been
considered. Taking these steps now can
ensure financial stability in the future.
For more information about the
budget, log onto the City’s website at
www.cityofwebster.com.
Each quarter, a brief article on a specific
aspect of the City of Webster’s finances will be
presented in Focus on Finances. Its purpose is
to inform citizens and provide an inside look
at city government. Is there something you
would like to read about in the future? Do you
have any financial questions about the City?
Call Michael Rodgers, Director of Finance, at
281.316.4102.

www.cityofwebster.com
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From Webster to Mars

The Space Connection at Space Center Houston

Curiosity is delving into Mars’ past, present, and future.

Visitors receive the latest updates on the Mars Program inside Blast Off Theater sponsored by the City of Webster.

As the title sponsor of Space
Center Houston’s “Mission to Mars”
that airs twice daily inside Blast
Off Theater, Webster and NASA’s
official visitors center continually
forge new ground. Not only are
visitors fascinated by joining the rover
Curiosity as it traverses the red planet
streaming real time data but also they
are hopeful of being present for the
biggest discoveries. After a harrowing,
nine-month voyage through space,
NASA’s most advanced Mars rover
captured the world’s attention with a
spectacular jet-pack assisted landing
in August 2012 that mirrors a science
fiction saga. Now, as Curiosity
explores Mars in search of life, the
crowd inside Blast Off Theater
explores, as well.
Curiosity, a 2,000 pound, car-sized

Artist rendition depicts Curiosity’s ultra-successful,
jet-pack assisted landing on Mars.

www.cityofwebster.com

robotic rover exploring Gale Crater –
an ancient depression near the
Martian equator – is investigating
the red planet’s climate and geology,
assessing environmental conditions,
and preparing for future space
exploration during its 23-month

mission. Above all, Curiosity will
follow the water to determine the
possible presence of liquid water on
Mars, either in its ancient past or
preserved in the subsurface today.
30 Years of Study
For the past three decades, various
spacecraft have revealed that Mars
has polar ice caps and clouds in
its atmosphere, seasonal weather

Curiosity, which measures 9.5 feet by 8.9 feet and is 7.2 feet tall, has tire treads with Morse Code embedded in
the design, imprinting “JPL” (for Jet Propulsion Laboratory) when it travels over soft soil.

Winter 2012-13
patterns, volcanoes, canyons, and
other familiar terrain; however,
conditions on Mars differ markedly
from those on Earth. Mars, which
is half the size of Earth and 50%
farther from the Sun than Earth, has
less gravity and density than Earth
but features seasons and historical
climate similarities.
In mid-November, the six-wheel,
plutonium-powered rover completed
a month-long task exploring a sand
dune – taking soil samples, reading
the atmosphere, and measuring
radiation levels.
Curiosity’s next destination is
bedrock, where the sophisticated
spacecraft
with
its
advanced
instruments will drill down, sample,
x-ray, analyze, and categorize.
Curiosity’s ultimate destination is a
three-mile-high mountain rising from
the center of the Gale Crater floor
that is known to be rich in mineral
deposits where perhaps two billion
years of Martian history will be
unearthed in the sediments.
Meanwhile, Back on Earth
Inside Space Center Houston,
visitors can experience first-hand
Curiosity’s findings and contemplate
life on Mars – past, present, and
future – perhaps, theirs. Indeed, the
opportunity to be a part of the Mars
Program, as well as engage in exciting
and continually changing exhibits
and attractions that Space Center
Houston offers, is propelling record
numbers of visitors to Webster.
On an annual basis, since 2000,
when Webster became Space Center
Houston’s sole municipal partner,
the municipality’s tourism revenues,
measured by hotel occupancy tax,
continually escalate. For the fiscal year
that ended on September 30, 2012,
Webster’s hotel tax receipts were
up nearly 12% over the previous year,
and the reason for that increase is
attributed to Space Center Houston’s
widespread appeal – as space is

the high ground both literally and
figuratively. America’s pioneer spirit is
epitomized by space exploration, and
Space Center Houston renders the
trailblazing experience personal and
relevant for its visitors.
Fun, History, and Edutainment
As Space Center Houston expertly
blends space history, space education,
and popular culture, the result is
increased tourism for NASA’s official
visitors center’s exclusive municipal
partner. While Space Center Houston
features an array of actual spacecraft,
spacesuits, and space artifacts amid
the Starship Gallery, Astronaut
Gallery, NASA Tram Tour, Space
Center Theater, Living in Space, and
Space Center Plaza, the top tourist
attraction is at the forefront of space
discovery with “Mission to Mars.”
Just as Mars and Martians have long
been a provocative topic for both
science and science fiction, Earth’s
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second closest planetary neighbor
intrigues, beckons, and captivates.
The exploration of Mars is an ideal
focus for Space Center Houston, and
Webster is aligned with this quest.
Space Center Houston is renowned
not only for its fascinating interactive
exhibits that change three times
annually and include a mix of exciting
themes but also for its marketing
prowess. New exhibits and special
programs translate into multiple
or more frequent visits for space
enthusiasts of all ages. NASA’s official
visitors center’s mix of innovative
television, radio, internet, and print
advertisements, combined with strong
Fortune 500 partners, like Lucas
Films, Marvel Comics, Disney, Pepsi,
McDonald’s, Wal-Mart, Chevron,
Southwest Airlines, Hershey, and
Discount Tires, ensures that Space
Center Houston remain top of mind
regionally, super-regionally, nationally,
and internationally.

Space Center Houston, which features the largest indoor play structure in Texas, will be the roost for
Angry Birds Space this spring.

www.cityofwebster.com
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Webster hotels receive exclusive
advertising listings on Space Center Houston’s yearround brochures, rack cards, and website.

Space Center Houston is poised to
unleash a new venue based on one of
the most popular games on the globe
– Angry Birds. When Astronaut Don
Pettit took the iconic Angry Birds
character “Red Bird” along for a ride
to the International Space Station,
an out-of-this-world partnership
www.cityofwebster.com

between the Finland-based game
maker Rovio Entertainment and Space
Center Houston began. The fiendish
fowls will invade Space Center
Houston’s Kids Space Place and
weave an exciting, innovative chapter
into the family favorite attraction, as
Texas’ largest play structure will be
the roost for Angry Birds Space.
The Angry Birds Space invasion will
bring the popular game to new heights
at Space Center Houston, as giant
3D sculpts and scenes from the game
provide the setting for interactive play,
games, and photo opportunities. Just
as Angry Birds continues to evolve and
expand with new levels and areas, like
Mars levels, this puzzle game readily
lends itself to an interactive exhibit.

There’s even a scientific or
educational
correlation
between Newtonian physics
and spaceflight and Angry
Birds game play. While the
slingshot action in the game
generates momentum similar
to that of a rocket engine in
space travel, Angry Birds Space
also demonstrates elliptical
orbits and effects of gravitational
pull around a planet.
The overwhelming popularity
of Angry Birds will be a huge
draw for tourists from around the
world, as Space Center Houston
will be the only fully themed Angry
Birds attraction in the United
States. While Angry Birds Space
is scheduled to debut Spring 2013,
public “sneak peek” opportunities
will start this winter. For insider tips
on soft openings and the other 250
offerings at Space Center Houston,
guests can sign up for Net-Blast at
www.spacecenter.org/emailblast.html.
Webster benefits inordinately from
Space Center Houston’s success, as
the municipality’s 17 hotels are listed
exclusively on Space Center Houston’s
website and marketing collateral. As
more than 40% of Webster hotel
guests experience Space Center
Houston, the relationship between
the municipality and the region’s top
attraction is invaluable. Tourism,
one of Webster’s leading economic
drivers, results in money coming into
the City from outside the City – and
with this revenue infusion, Webster’s
hotels, retailers, restaurants, and
entertainment venues profit.

Astronaut Don Pettit took Red Bird for a ride to the
International Space Station.

Winter 2012-13
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2013 Webster General Officers’ Election
The City of Webster will conduct a General Election on May 11, 2013.
File to Run for Office
The filing period to apply for a place on the General Election ballot is January
30 through March 1, 2013.
Drawing for Order of Names on Ballot
The drawing for order of names on the ballot is March 5; 4pm in the City
Secretary’s Office located at City Hall; 101 Pennsylvania Avenue.
Register to Vote
You must be registered to vote by April 11, 2013 if you wish to vote in the
May 11 election. Voter registration cards are available at the Harris County
Clerk’s Office.
Vote by Mail
The period for submitting an application for a ballot to be voted by mail is
March 12-May 3, 2013.
Early Voting
Early voting will be conducted in the City Secretary’s Office at City Hall, 101
Pennsylvania Avenue as follows:
April 29-May 2 – 7:30am-5:30pm
May 3 – 7:30am-11:30am
May 6 & 7 – 7am-7pm
Election Day
On Election Day, voting will be conducted at the Webster City Hall, 101
Pennsylvania Avenue, from 7am-7pm. A voting device to assist voters with a
disability will be available during early voting and on Election Day.
Contact the City Secretary’s Office at 281-332-1826 or visit the City’s
website at www.cityofwebster.com for more information.

Webster’s Tourism
Infrastructure
Webster, with its 17 hotels and 1,503
guest rooms, is perfectly positioned
midway between downtown Houston
and Galveston on Interstate 45
to accommodate the region’s top
visitor market – Dallas/Fort Worth.
Since the State of Texas’ Economic
Development Tourism Division began
researching travel demographics more
than a decade ago, Dallas/Fort Worth
consistently ranks as the highest or
most concentrated point of origin for
Texas travelers visiting the Houston/
Galveston area. The reason is simple:
Dallas/Fort Worth visitors utilize
the “backbone” of Texas – Interstate

45 – and make the drive in less than
four hours, as they are drawn to
Galveston’s beaches and Space Center
Houston.
The tourism infrastructure that
Webster features includes its
alignment with key attractions, prime
retailers, and exciting entertainment.
Visitors from the Dallas/Fort Worth
market experience the allure of
Galveston’s beaches, Moody Gardens,
Schlitterbahn, and Pleasure Pier,
combined with Space Center Houston
– NASA’s official visitors center –
and make hotel reservations that fit
their budget and itinerary. Webster’s
offerings of hotel accommodations,
100 restaurants and entertainment
venues, and superb retail result in
escalating tourism revenue for the

General Officers’ Election
The City of Webster, Texas will
hold a General Election for City
Officers on May 11, 2013. Council
Positions No. 3, No. 4, and No. 5 will
be on the May ballot. Current office
holders respectively are Mel Donehue,
Steve Waltz and Natalie Dolan. The
current officer for Council Position
No. 4, Steve Waltz, is term limited
and will not be eligible to file for this
election.
Election packets for interested
candidates will be available on line at
www.cityofwebster.com.
Voter Identification Documents:
Acceptable forms of identification
to vote include –
• voter’s registration certificate
• driver’s license
• form of ID with photograph
• birth certificate
• U.S. citizenship papers
• U.S. passport
• official mail from a government entity
• copy of current utility bill
• bank statement
• government check
• other government document that shows
name and address.

municipality.
For the past three years, the
City’s hotel occupancy continues to
increase annually, as tourism is one of
Webster’s hottest markets.

Dallas to
Galveston
(by the numbers)

285 miles
1 tank of gas
less than 4 hours
travel time
www.cityofwebster.com
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Keep Leaves and Grass
Out of Storm Drains
Fallen leaves and grass clippings
plug storm drains, flood roads, and
harm creeks. When grass clippings
and too many decomposing leaves
enter streams, unnaturally high levels
of nutrients can harm aquatic wildlife.
Help Keep Drains Clear

• Set lawn mower blades to cut
the grass high, and mulch, if possible.
Taller grass retains moisture and
catches grass clippings. Mow often
enough that grass clippings are
shorter than the remaining lawn and
are trapped on the lawn.
• Use a blower or rake to move
fallen leaves and grass clippings into
the lawn – off of the sidewalks and out
of the streets.
• If a storm drain is clogged, and
it can be cleared safely, use a rake to
reach the leaves without entering the
street. Residents are not expected
to work in the roadway to remove
leaves.
• Preventing
pollutants
from
entering the storm drains is more
effective than attempting to repair
damage caused by an excessive
amount of items entering the drain
system.
In other words, individuals can
dramatically improve what happens
in local creeks, rivers, and the bay
by keeping storm drains clean and
reducing water pollution.

Webster Police Department Adds K-9
The Webster Police Department
recently announced the addition
of a third team to the K-9 division.
Officer Murphy and Bali, a two-year
old Belgian Malinios, join the teams of
Officer Vaughn and Kyra and Officer
Rebelledo and Igor in patrolling the
streets and fighting crime in Webster.
On the surface, the real-life teams
of Webster’s police officers and
their canine partners might resemble
James Belushi and Jerry Lee, the
stars of Hollywood’s popular comedy
K-9, but the facts reveal that these
hardworking, highly successful K-9
teams are very serious. In fact, in
2012, Webster’s two K-9 teams
have made over 160 arrests, seized
controlled
substances,
including
marijuana, cocaine, and many other
illegal drugs, searched buildings and
vehicles, and assisted neighboring
police departments.

New Patrol Units

Winter Warning

After extensive research and
consensus among patrol officers,
the Webster Police Department
determined that Chevrolet Tahoes
afford the best option for patrol
vehicles. Criteria, such as officer
safety and comfort, heavy-duty
frame, reliability, rating as a police
pursuit vehicle, and high visibility were
considered as the Police Department
replaced seven obsolete vehicles with
the Chevrolet Tahoe.

Winter
officially
arrives
on
December 21. While Webster is spared
blizzard conditions, occasionally temperatures will drop below freezing. In
1989, temperatures were below freezing for more than 48 hours.
People, Pets, Pipes, and Plants
• Stay sheltered when possible;
wear layers when it’s not – shed or
add clothing, as needed, to remain
comfortable.
• Bring pets inside, or provide a
shelter to escape the cold weather.
• Check that pipe insulation is inplace and secure.
• Bring plants inside or cover during
the periods that drop near or below
freezing.

Rainfall that enters Webster’s storm drains flows to
Clear Creek and Galveston Bay.

www.cityofwebster.com

Sergeant P.T. Bacon, Special Operations Supervisor,
shows one of the new Chevy Tahoe patrol units.

• Trim weak or damaged tree limbs.
Ice build-up from freezing rain or sleet
can break limbs from the weight.

Winter 2012-13

Face Behind the City

Animal Control Officer Joe
Boisvert’s mission to provide a
good outcome, especially for the
animals, is exemplified in all that this
remarkable, talented individual does.
Under Boisvert’s tenure, adoption
rates at Webster’s Animal Control
Facility have escalated, and euthanasia
rates have declined. After serving the
City of Webster since 2009 in the
Street Maintenance Division, Boisvert
accepted the challenge of becoming
Animal Control Officer in June 2012.
As Animal Control Officer, Boisvert
not only enforces the City’s animal
ordinances, ensures public safety,
and maintains the shelter but also he
keeps comprehensive records of the
animals under his care, works with
area veterinarians to treat ailments,
analyzes
animals’
adoptability
quotient, and promotes the cats and
dogs for adoption.
When domestic animals are placed
in the shelter, either by the pet owner
or in accordance with City Code –
nuisance animals and animals at large –
Boisvert observes their behavior and
analyzes their capacity to be adopted,

Boisvert poses with one of the friendly, adoptable dogs.
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Pet Health Safety Day

in terms of health, temperament,
Pet Health Safety Day will be held
and other criteria. While Boisvert February 2, from 9 a.m. to noon at
cares for the animals – food, the City of Webster Civic Center
exercise, and attention, he works on located at 311 Pennsylvania Avenue.
facilitating their adoption. Animals Pet service providers will offer
in the Webster Animal Control information about products, general
Shelter are listed on Petfinder, pet care, and health issues. Further,
www.petfinder.com, and the Public the City of Webster’s Animal Control
Works page on the City’s website, Division will be on hand, and a
www.cityofwebster.com.
veterinarian will provide vaccinations
While the shelter can accommodate at a reduced rate.
20 animals, the average number of
While the City of Webster requires
felines and canines in Boisvert’s care annual registration for dogs and cats
is approximately six cats and four at a fee of $10, if pets are registered at
dogs. The cost to adopt a pet is only Pet Health Day, the fee is waived. Proof
$35. The City mandates that owners of vaccination is required to register
provide proof that the animal has been pets. Upon registration, animals will
spayed/neutered and administered a be issued a City identification tag. The
rabies vaccination within 10 days of City requires a City
adoption.
license tag and rabies
Boisvert’s affinity for animals tag on the pet’s collar.
complements
his
artistic
For more
temperament. Joe Boisvert is an information about
accomplished artist who has published Webster’s Pet
a coloring book for Webster Health Day, contact
Animal Control, as well as the Fire Animal Control at
Department. Boisvert masterfully 281.316.3700.
weaves safety information with
artfully drawn images to
educate and entertain
youth
in
outreach
endeavors.
Boisvert,
too, has volunteered
his time and talents to
restore the mural on
Galveston’s seawall that
runs from 61st Street
to the Pleasure Pier at
25th Street.
Boisvert’s
coloring
books will be available
at the upcoming Pet
Health Safety Day on
February 2, or they
can be obtained at
the Webster Animal
Control Shelter, located
at the Public Works
Service Center at 855
The Webster Animal Control Coloring Book designed by Boisvert features
Magnolia Avenue.
positive messages with creative illustrations.

www.cityofwebster.com
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Public Meeting Notes
August 7, City Council Meeting

• Adopted a resolution authorizing and
approving membership in the Gulf Coast
Coalition of Cities. (Unanimous)
• Called a Public Hearing on the City of
Webster Proposed Annual Budget for Fiscal
Year 2012-2013. (Unanimous)
• Approved the minutes of the Regular
Meeting of July 17, 2012 and the Special
Meeting of July 24, 2012. (Unanimous)

August 21, City Council Meeting

• Recognized Sgt. James (Rusty) Lovel for
receiving a Master’s of Science Degree in
Criminal Justice Leadership and Management
from Sam Houston State University.
• Approved the first reading of an
ordinance amending Chapter 38 of the Code
of Ordinances, known as “Fire Code” and
adopting the 2012 Edition of the International
Fire Code as the Fire Code for the City of
Webster. (For: Newland, Dietrich, Donehue,
Waltz, Dolan, Jones. Against: Myers)
• Authorized Mayor to execute an
Interlocal Cooperation contract between
the City of Webster, Texas and Texas
Department of Public Safety relating to the
Failure to Appear Program offered by the
Driver License Division under Transportation
Code Chapter 706. (Unanimous)
• Appointed Floyd H. Myers, Edward
Lapeyre, and Carlos Villagomez for terms
expiring August 31, 2014, and Natalie Dolan
for a term expiring August 31, 2013, by
acclamation to the Webster Economic
Development Corporation. (Unanimous)
• Approved the minutes of the Regular
Meeting of August 7, 2012. (Unanimous)

September 4, City Council Meeting

• Held a Public Hearing on the Fiscal Year
2012-2013 Proposed Annual Budget for the
City of Webster, Texas.
• Adopted the second reading of an
ordinance amending Chapter 38 of the Code
of Ordinances, known as “Fire” Code and
adopting 2012 Edition of the International
Fire Code as the Fire Code for the City of
Webster. (For: Newland, Dietrich, Donehue,
Waltz, Dolan, Jones. Against: Myers)
• Approved the first reading of an ordinance
adopting and establishing charges for the
provision of utility services. (For: Donehue,
Waltz, Dolan, Jones. Against: Myers,
Newland, Dietrich.)
• Approved and authorized the Mayor
to execute a Declaration of Trust to create
and transfer assets to the City of Webster
Employee Benefits Trust for the purpose
of providing City officers, employees, and
qualified retirees and their dependents with

www.cityofwebster.com

life, disability, sickness, accident, and other
health benefits either directly or through the
purchase of insurance and City Staff perform
those related operations. (Unanimous)
• Adopted a resolution soliciting support
from the Texas Municipal League for legislative
action to allow all municipalities, counties,
and hospital districts in this State to be
eligible for an exemption to the tax on group
health, accident, and life insurance premiums.
(Unanimous)
• Adopted
an
ordinance
adopting
Amendment No. 3 to the Budget of the City
of Webster for Fiscal Year 2011-2012. (For:
Donehue, Waltz, Dolan, Jones. Against:
Myers, Newland, Dietrich.)
• Appointed a subcommittee of Floyd
H. Myers, Natalie Dolan, and Bill Jones to
research the candidates’ qualifications and
grant them authority to submit the ballot
to Texas Municipal League on behalf of the
City Council by September 30, 2012, for
the Intergovernmental Risk Pool Board of
Trustees Election, Place 11, Place 12, Place 13,
and Place 14. (Unanimous).
• Held an Executive Session regarding the
annual performance evaluation for the City
Secretary and City Manager.
• Approved the minutes of the Regular
Meeting of August 21, 2012. (Unanimous)

September 18, City Council Meeting

• Recognized Howard Myers, Charles
Dostal, and Juan Hinojosa for study
completion of the Texas A&M Engineering
Extension Service (TEEX) Road Scholar
Program.
• Adopted the second reading of an
ordinance adopting and establishing charges
for the provision of utility services. (For:
Dietrich, Donehue, Waltz, Dolan, Jones.
Against: Myers, Newland.)
• Awarded the bid for a Mowing Contract
from the bids opened on August 28, 2012, to
Horticare Lawn Maintenance. (Unanimous)
• Proposed an ad valorem tax rate of
$.28528 per $100 of taxable value and
schedule for adoption on October 2, 2012.
(For: Newland, Dietrich, Donehue, Waltz,
Dolan, Jones. Against: Myers)
• Adopted the first and only reading of
an ordinance adopting the fiscal year 20122013 Budget for the City of Webster. (For:
Donehue, Waltz, Dolan, Jones. Against:
Myers, Newland, Dietrich.)
• Approved and authorized the Mayor to
execute an agreement to provide dispatch
services for the Southeast Volunteer Fire
Department (SEVFD). (Unanimous)
• Authorized the Mayor to execute a
“Standard Utility Agreement” with Texas

Department of Transportation for utility
relocation design of the water and sanitary
utilities that conflict with the proposed IH-45
highway expansion project between Medical
Center Boulevard and Bay Area Boulevard.
(Unanimous)
• Appointed Beverly Gaines as an alternate
member for a term expiring June 30, 2014, to
the Zoning Board of Adjustments and Appeals
by acclamation. (Unanimous)
• Adopted a resolution designating Floyd
H. Myers as the Houston-Galveston Area
Council representative and Bill Jones as the
Alternate by acclamation. (Unanimous)
• Adopted a resolution approving and
adopting an Investment Policy. (Unanimous)
• Adopted a resolution committing
General Fund Reserves for certain purposes.
(Unanimous)
• Approved the minutes of the Regular
Meeting of September 4, 2012. (Unanimous)

October 2, City Council Meeting

• Held a Public Hearing on amendments to
the Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 98, to create
Mobile Food Truck Regulations within the
City of Webster.
• Adopted the 2012 ad valorem tax rate for
maintenance and operations of $0.15615/$100
of taxable value. (For: Newland, Dietrich,
Donehue, Waltz, Dolan, Jones. Against:
Myers)
• Adopted the 2012 ad valorem tax rate
for debt service of $0.12913/$100 of taxable
value. (Unanimous)
• Adopted the total property tax rate of
$0.28528. (For: Donehue, Waltz, Dolan,
Jones. Against: Myers, Newland, Dietrich)
• Failed an ordinance creating Chapter 9872 Mobile Food Truck Regulations. (Against:
Myers, Newland, Waltz, Jones. For: Dietrich,
Donehue, Dolan)
• Authorized the purchase of ten
replacement vehicles for the Webster Police
Department. (For: Newland, Dietrich,
Donehue, Waltz, Dolan, Jones. Against:
Myers)
• Authorized the purchase of ten APX7500
Mobile radios from Motorola Solutions
for the Webster Police Department. (For:
Newland, Dietrich, Donehue, Waltz, Dolan,
Jones. Against: Myers)
• Adopted a resolution supporting the
application to the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality for a Municipal Setting
Designation for Lots 3A and 4, Block 17 of the
Clear Lake Industrial Park. (For: Donehue,
Waltz, Dolan, Jones. Against: Myers,
Newland, Dietrich.)
continued on p11
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• Authorized the purchase of two
replacement duty vehicles from Emergency
Vehicle Specialist for the Webster Fire
Department. (For: Newland, Dietrich,
Donehue, Waltz, Dolan, Jones. Against:
Myers)
• Received a report, held a discussion, and
provided direction to Staff regarding GPS
Opticom.
• Held an Executive Session regarding
consultation with the City Attorney regarding
contemplated litigation.
• Approved the minutes of the Regular
Meeting of September 18, 2012. (Unanimous)

October 16, City Council Meeting

• Held a Public Hearing on a Special Use
Permit request for a Health/Fitness Club
to be located at 901 Oakgrove Drive, in the
Office (O) district.
• Approved a request for a Special Use
Permit request for a Health/Fitness Club
to be located at 901 Oakgrove Drive, in the
Office (O) district. (Unanimous)

• Approved a request from Volunteer
Houston Bay Area for a waiver of the Civic
Center rental fees with a refundable deposit
fee of $100 for their annual St. Nick Packing
Party to be held on Wednesday, November
14, 2012; 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. (Unanimous)
• Approved a Pipeline Permit Application
for Genesis Pipe, L.P., for the installation of
an 18-inch steel pipeline within the City limits
of the City of Webster with the following
conditions: (1) the pipeline owner shall notify
the City of Webster 48 hours prior to the
start of construction and (2) the pipeline
owner shall notify the City of Webster 48
hours prior to any change in the products
conveyed through the pipeline. (Unanimous)
• Approved the purchase for Public Works
of one replacement vehicle from Philpott
Motors. (Unanimous)
• Approved the purchase of a replacement
backhoe from Hi-Way Equipment Company,
LLC. (Unanimous)
• Approved and authorized the Mayor to
execute an Interlocal Agreement with Harris
County for access to its traffic signals within
the City of Webster at no cost to the City.
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(Unanimous)
• Approved and authorized the Mayor to
execute an Interlocal Agreement with Texas
Department of Transportation for access to
its traffic signals within the City of Webster at
no cost to the City. (Unanimous)
• Designate a depository for City funds for
the three-year period from January 1, 2013,
to December 31, 2015, with the inclusion
of language that the City has the option to
rebid the depository if Wells Fargo does
not maintain a branch in the City limits of
Webster, with a provision for an extension of
two additional one-year terms, and authorize
the Mayor to execute all initial contracts
and agreements related to this designation.
(Unanimous)
• Adopted an ordinance issuing General
Obligation Refunding Bonds, Series 2013
setting certain parameters for the bonds
with a savings of at least five percent. (For:
Dietrich, Donehue, Waltz, Dolan, Jones.
Against: Myers, Newland.)
• Approved the minutes of the Regular
Meeting of October 2, 2012. (Unanimous)

Yards of the Month

September - Commercial
Bay Area Square
100 W. Bay Area Blvd.

October - Commercial
Lupe Tortilla Mexican Restaurant
891 W. Bay Area Blvd.

November - Commercial
Galaxy II
455 E. Medical Center Boulevard

September - Residential
Keith Roges
606 W. Fork St.

October - Residential
Susan Clark
318 Hubert St.

November - Residential
Noella Lambert, Daniel Knickerbocker
18303 Kings Row
www.cityofwebster.com
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City Officials

City Services

Mayor: Floyd Myers................................................................................. 281.332.1826
Council Position No. 1: Diana Newland.............................................281.332.1826
Council Position No. 2: Alexandra Dietrich........................................281.332.1826
Council Position No. 3: Mel Donehue.................................................281.332.1826
Council Position No. 4: Steve Waltz.....................................................281.332.1826
Council Position No. 5: Natalie Dolan................................................281.332.1826
Council Position No. 6: Bill Jones.......................................................... 281.332.1826

Animal Control.......................................................................................... 281.316.3700
City Trash Hauling.................................................................................... 281.316.3700
Civic Center Rental.................................................................................. 281.316.4114
Republic Services (residential).............................................................. 281.446.2030
Republic Services (commercial)........................................................... 713.849.0400
Tickets - To Pay By Credit Card............................................................ 281.338.6702
Utility Billing.............................................................................................. 281.316.4120
Water/Sewer Line Breaks...................................................................... 281.316.3700

City Offices – 101 Pennsylvania Ave.

Telephone & Utility Services

EMERGENCY Ambulance-Fire-Police....................................................................9-1-1
City Hall Main Switchboard.................................................................. 281.332.1826
Building Permits........................................................................................ 281.338.2925
Chief Building Official............................................................................. 281.316.4138
City Manager............................................................................................ 281.332.1826
City Secretary........................................................................................... 281.332.1826
City Planner............................................................................................... 281.316.4122
Code Enforcement................................................................................... 281.316.4106
Community Development Director.....................................................281.316.4129
Economic Development Director......................................................... 281.316.4116
Economic Development Specialist...................................................... 281.316.4135
Emergency Management ..................................................................... 281.316.3712
Environmental Health Inspector.......................................................... 281.316.4133
Finance Director....................................................................................... 281.316.4102
Fire Department (Non-Emergency)....................................................281.332.2711
Fire Station #1 – 17100 Texas Avenue.............................................281.332.2711
Fire Station #2 & Fire Marshal – 18208 Egret Bay Blvd.............281.332.2711
Human Resources (Personnel)............................................................. 281.332.1826
Marketing & Tourism.............................................................................. 281.316.4121
Municipal Court....................................................................................... 281.338.6702
Police Department (Non-Emergency)
217 Pennsylvania Ave............................................................................ 281.332.2426
Public Works Service Center................................................................. 281.316.3700
Recreation.................................................................................................. 281.316.4137
Webmaster................................................................................................ 281.316.4121

AT&T........................................................................................................... 800.464.7928
CenterPoint Energy.................................................................................. 281.534.4569
Comcast..................................................................................................... 800.776.9993
Reliant Energy.......................................................................................... 713.207.7777
Verizon........................................................................................................ 800.483.4000

Government Services

Clear Lake City Water Authority........................................................... 281.488.1164
Clear Lake Courthouse Annex.............................................................. 281.486.7250
Harris County Tax Office........................................................................ 713.224.1919
Harris County Public Health................................................................. 713.439.6000
Poison Control (UTMB).......................................................................... 800.222.1222
Texas Dept. of Public Safety (Drivers License).................................281.486.8242
U.S. Post Office, 17077 Texas Avenue................................................281.316.0379

Community Services

Bay Area Houston Convention and Visitors Bureau........................281.474.9700
Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership.........................................832.536.3255
Bay Area Houston Transportation Partnership.................................832.771.0773
Bay Area Turning Point Hotline (domestic violence, sexual assault, homeless).....281.286.2525
Clear Lake Area Chamber of Commerce..........................................281.488.7676
Clear Lake City-County Freeman Branch Library............................281.488.1906
Innovative Alternatives............................................................................ 832.864.6000
Interfaith Caring Ministries................................................................... 281.332.3881

City Council

Diana Newland
Council Position 1

Alexandra Dietrich
Council Position 2

Mel Donehue
Council Position 3

Floyd H. Myers
Mayor

Steve Waltz

Council Position 4

Natalie Dolan
Council Position 5

Bill Jones

Council Position 6

